The importance of bone biopsy in managing renal osteodystrophy.
A case is presented in which bone biopsy results helped to resolve not only difficult issues in the clinical management of the patient's renal osteodystrophy but also disruptive psychosocial problems surrounding her clinical course. The outcome was a satisfactory resolution based on rational medical treatment and directed supportive care. The presentation highlights important principles in the procurement, processing, and interpretation of the bone biopsy, while also addressing the importance of accurate diagnosis in facilitating the overall long-term management by the entire renal team.